December 27, 2000 
02282/00108 133787.1 




22 


ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 


A network interface unit includes an interface module for translating 
messages transmitted between one of a family of different types of service 
delivery units. Each type of service delivery unit provides a network service that 
is different than the network service provided by the other types of service 
delivery units in the family. The service delivery unit connected to the network 
interface unit processes messages received in a first format. The network 
interface unit thus includes a medium module configured to process data for 
transmission between the given medium and the service delivery unit, and the 
interface module. The medium module transmits messages toward the service 
delivery unit in a second format. The interface module is configured to receive 
messages transmitted between the medium module and the service delivery unit. 
The interface module is configured to translate messages from the second format 
to the first format. 


